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I collect
antiques.
Why?
Because
they're
beautiful.

In this issue, I would like to share just a
little backstory to help you understand
what brought forth my passion for
metal detecting. Be assured, however—
this article will spare my readers the
details of the hard life lessons I learned
during my Summer in Nantucket or that
awkward night with Bonnie Eck at the
Snowball Dance.
My childhood was spent in Binghamton,
New York, as a mostly normal teenager in
a mostly normal suburb. Rod Serling had
once called the city his home. The area was well-known for
spiedies, carousels, IBM and Broome Dusters hockey.
My residence was located on the solidly middle-class
West Side, a neighborhood with neatly mowed lawns and
a canopy of maples lining the streets. Our house was
white, symmetrical and stately, a textbook Colonial-style
structure built by my great-grandfather around 1920.
It shamelessly flirted with a cute little bungalow next
door while a gnarly old mulberry—a dodo bird of a
tree—roosted staunchly on our front lawn.
I trudged to choir practice on relentless February
mornings, ate peanut butter out of the jar and didn’t
wear my retainer nearly enough. I bought records,
tried to pitch like Tom Seaver and lost a gerbil in the walls of the house
somewhere. We held ping-pong tournaments in the basement, engaged
in chestnut wars and formed a detective club. We rode our 10-speed bikes
to the mall. We experienced joy and heartbreak.
After dabbling in hobbies such as stamps, coins and baseball cards,
beer cans would eventually consume much of my time and money.
Beer can collecting-mania peaked October 24th,
1982, following an afternoon rainstorm. I got caught
up in the frenzy and soon learned what a “conetop”
was. I instructed my dad to open his beer cans from the bottom. I joined
the Beer Can Collectors of America and traded with friends. On her
trips overseas, my grandmother brought me cans from every country she
visited, stowing them carefully in her carry-on for the flights back. TSA
employees gave her a knowing wink as she passed through security.
I invested in cases of Billy Beer, hoping they’d someday
finance my college education. They did not.
I searched forests for old dumping grounds,
pulling mostly rusty, but occasionally passable
specimens. I believe to this day that I am forever
immune to infection, as I stuck my bare hands
into places they should not have been stuck into,
slicing my fingers on nasty, hurtful things.
It was this search for “rusty gold” that would
eventually spark my interest for metal detecting
(ironically, beer cans and pull-tabs now give me fits
when I’m out metal detecting a site!).

BRODERICK
C R AW F O R D
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My collection soon included a menagerie of malts, including
Happy Hops, Olde Froshinslosh, Hop ‘N Gator, Zodiac,
Robin Hood and Old Topper Snappy Ale.
Before long, the cans were overtaking my
bedroom closet and I needed to display them
more properly. As a result, I constructed a
tragic set of shelves in the basement, more suitable
for Pinewood Derby competitions than for my evergrowing collection. My parents took great joy in parading
their friends downstairs to see the rows of colorful beverage containers.
My interest in the hobby eventually waned, as college took its turn and I moved
to Boston. I met Kim in Rochester, got married and eventually settled down in the small
hamlet of East Meredith in Delaware County.
Although I was no longer collecting beer cans, a new passion—
Binghamton brewery collectibles—emerged. Ebay soon became
an effective tool for tracking down “breweriana” from the
Joseph Laurer Brewery, located on Laurel Avenue. My friend
Charlie and I also attended auctions together, bidding on
pre-Prohibition advertising. They were expensive, so we’d
split the cost, sharing custody of each item we had acquired.
I’ve drastically whittled down my beer can collection since
I first became obsessed with the hobby. However, I still look
back fondly on that period of my life, and it really started me
on the path to metal detecting nearly twenty years later.
These days, my lower back whimpers, “why?” after too
many hours digging in the dirt, but I still find myself amongst the fields
and forests, searching for old house foundations now instead
of pre-war dumping grounds.
So many conversations I’ve had with Kim begin,
“Do you realize we wouldn’t be doing this if we
hadn’t started metal detecting?” Our experience
with the hobby has evolved into something much
greater than simply extracting metal from the ground.
We have listened to the stories of homeowners and
many have become good friends. We’ve shared a
memory, a glass of wine, a family album, a meal,
an experience. Because of the relics we’ve unearthed,
landowners have made discoveries about their land
and about the people who were inhabitants before
them. I think I’m most proud of the fact that we’ve been
directly responsible for 10 metal detecting enthusiasts to
“cross the pond” in the last decade, many for the very first time in their lives.
And now I am writing a magazine to share my experiences with others. I hope that coin and
artifact collectors, history buffs, antique dealers, re-enactors, travelers—and anyone else that is
simply curious about what we do—enjoys this publication. It is truly a labor of love.

About the March Cover Artist, Scott Hill
Born in 1963, Scott Hill (Wakatatlihuni, “He Teaches Himself”), is a member of the Bear Clan in Oneida, Wisconsin. His
paintings are meant as messages of identity, respect, honesty, unity, true love and peace, expressed through strong colors and
symbols from his culture. He works largely in a figurative style, with acrylics, pastels, graphite and ink. Scott taught himself to
draw when he was a child, and was always interested in drawing lines and shade. He would add color to other artworks and new
designs to backgrounds. During his time in Santa Fe, the people and surroundings stimulated him in a competitive way,
ultimately helping him develop confidence in himself. The cover art is from the Iroquois Indian Museum’s collection.
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Remaking “Make Hay Farm”
B Y T O M G R O V E S • B O V I N A , D E L AWA R E C O U N T Y, N Y
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When my wife Deirdre and I received a call from a real estate agent almost 20 years ago to come take a
look at a 211 acre farm in Bovina NY, we didn’t know what to expect. The agent, who’d already shown
us some 30 properties, thought we needed to see this one right away. The picture below shows what
greeted us as we pulled up on a cold February day. Once inside, the sun-drenched rooms, warmed by
the rays coming through the original 6 over 6 windows, closed the deal. We looked around for an hour,
made a full price offer and headed back to New York City talking about the long road to restoration
that lay ahead. We knew we had a classic Greek Revival gable and wing, but what lay beneath the
1940’s asphalt brick siding was still a mystery.
One of our first calls was to Randy Crawford, of Crawford and Sterns,
an architectural firm in Syracuse that specialized in historic restoration. Randy
put the date of the house at around 1845 and the large dairy barn from about
the same time. We also had the exact date for our smaller barn, 1891, which we
ascertained from an inscription carved into one of the pillars on its second floor.
My wife is a historic horticulturist, and I was a classical archaeologist. Part
of the allure of the property was not only the prospect of returning a
Greek Revival home to its former glory, but also discovering what
we could learn about its former residents. With the house’s
mid-19th century date established, we knew that it had been
built by Thomas Hamilton
(1774-1853), a native of
Scotland who, according
to the deed, began to
acquire land in 1821
and had accumulated
270 acres by 1833.
Thomas was one of the

leading citizens of the town, a subscriber to the building of the Bovina
Reformed Presbyterian Church, and holder of many public offices.
Thanks to information to be found on the Delaware County
Genealogy and History site (dcnyhistory.org) and the
US Census Records Online (censusrecords.com), we were able to find
the names of every occupant of the house (newly christened “Make
Hay Farm”), from Thomas to the present day, in a matter of weeks.
Bringing the house back to the way it may have looked in
2
Thomas’ day took a bit longer. It turned out that Make Hay
Farm had more secrets to reveal than just what lay beneath the
asphalt brick. Last summer we began a major landscaping and
terracing project at the back of the house. The first step was to dig a trench to
bury the above-ground electric cable. As the backhoe began its work against the
7
foundation, we saw that the soil was filled with broken pieces of pottery (7).
We called a halt and jumped in the trench along with our landscape designer and the
electrician’s son. We pulled hundreds of pottery sherds from the very wet soil—it was the 19th century
outhouse! After thoroughly soaking and cleaning the sherds, we began grouping them together.
3
A conservative estimate would put the number of what were originally complete vessels at about 30
or 40. The highlights included a particularly striking collection which turned out to be
a set of Staffordshire cups and plates in the Claremont pattern (example of a
complete plate, top left) which dates from the 1850’s. The set was made
4
in England and sold exclusively by the Davenport Brothers Department
store located on Greenwich Street in New York City. As we have several
vessels, I can imagine the poor maid bringing tea into the parlor and, sadly,
dropping them all in one go. Another striking set is a Wedgwood plate in the Chapoo
8
pattern (example of a complete plate, bottom right), also dating from the 1850’s.
But the outhouse didn’t just contain pottery. We found a 19th century compact,
complete with its powder puff (6). My fantasy story on this is the young Elizabeth
Hamilton (1851-1936), only daughter of Thomas Hamilton Jr. (1806-1884), awaits the arrival of
her suitor, the widower Andrew Hewitt of New Kingston. She retires to the outhouse and chooses
the opportunity to powder her nose (perhaps mother didn’t approve of makeup). Suddenly,
she hears Andrew’s horse thundering down the road and in her nervousness, well...
9
There was more to discover last summer. As we needed to strip all the topsoil behind
the house, we thought it would be a good opportunity to invite our friends Chris
and Kim Altmann to come with their metal detectors and see what other treasures
we could find. They’d been to the house before and had found a toy car (10),
an 1890 “Barber” quarter and an 1866 “Shield” nickel (3). But this day proved
especially rewarding. Our favorite find was a shield strap fob for a pocket watch
10
with the initials J.W.H. (1, previous page). The fob had belonged to John William
Hewitt (1874-1948), the great-grandson of Thomas Hamilton, Sr.! We also learned more about life on the farm,
including the car they drove (8, a Model T Ford) and the organizations they belonged to (9, Daughters of
5
Rebekah Lodge). Other interesting finds included a cattle horn guard,
a cross pendant (2), a silver-plated spoon (5), a brass bracelet
and a National Cash Register advertising stick-pin (4),
which dates from the early 20th century.
There is more landscaping to be done this year,
and the Altmanns will be coming back—we are
sure there are even more secrets buried in the
soil of Make Hay Farm. We can’t wait for Spring
to arrive!
6

5

The Bittersweet Story of
Lt. Claude N. Kimball, Jr.
Working to Get a Bracelet Back to America!
By Chris Altmann and Allan Carey,
with additional information provided
by Kim Altmann
Last year I was contacted by Allan Carey, a member of
the Weymouth & Portland Metal Detecting Club in England.
My metal detecting club has interacted with the Weymouth
club for almost a decade now, and we’ve become friends with
many of the members. Allan wrote this email to me:
“Several months back, our club received
permission to metal detect a farm in the
County of Dorset. The landowner told us
that a plane had gone down on his
land in 1944, so we arranged
a dig aimed at finding the
exact location of the crash
site. We also talked with
a chap in a nearby village
who had been a boy when
the crash happened. He told
us it was a Sunday and the
plane had completely burnt out.
Roads around the area
were soon closed as
a lot of ammunition
was going off.”
“22 of our club members turned up for the dig
and after finding pieces of aluminum and a large
quantity of live ammo, we were able to pinpoint the
crash location. It was now time to do some research
about the type of aircraft that had gone down there.
“Using local records, we were able to establish that
the plane was an American P-38 Lightning which had
been based at RAF Warmwell in Dorset. The aircraft
was a part of the 474th Fighter Group, who had been
training for combat in California several months before
arriving at Warmwell in March of 1944. Both the grass
airfield and the sandy soil at this base had been considered
suitable to support the 80 planes of the fighter group.”
“The 474th carried out its very first mission April 25th with
a sweep along the French coast. The P-38’s ability to easily
carry two 1,000 pound bombs and its heavy nose-mounted
armament made it a great ground-attack aircraft.”
“During fifteen weeks of operations, 27 of the P-38’s went
missing in action; all but five known or suspected lost due
to ground fire. On the night of June 5th, the 474th flew

patrols over the D-Day
invasion fleet and the two aircraft lost are
believed to have collided. The group continued
operations in Europe, providing tactical air support until
V-E Day at the war’s end. The 474th returned to Camp Kilmer,
New Jersey in November and were inactivated December 8th.”

LOST&
FOUND

And now, the rest of the story! One of the more gratifying
rewards to metal detecting has been reuniting long-lost items
to original owners or locales. To see a smile on someone’s face
when a ring is dropped into their hand is always a priceless
experience that goes far beyond the act of detecting
for metal in the ground. Similarly, museums are
always grateful when a local artifact is donated
to their organization. When that item has been
lost during wartime, it is even more important
to get it back to its roots.
Allan had been unaware
of the American pilot’s
identity when he had first
searched the crash site.
Amazingly, on a field a
half mile away, he found a
Sterling silver bracelet that
carried both the name and
the service number of the
pilot who had crashed on
the field in 1944!
Allan mentioned that pilots didn’t have ejector seats during
the war and simply bailed out with their parachute. The double
fuselage of the P-38 was notorious for snagging parachutes as
the pilot exited. This particular pilot may have been dragged
along the ground as the plane hit the field. It would have been
a terrible way to meet one’s end.
The serviceman’s name was Claude N. Kimball, Jr.,
a 22-year-old on a training mission. He was indeed part of the
474th Fighter Group. Using the military ID # on the bracelet,

Top Right A P-38 aircraft and 9th Army Air Force logo. Center: The 474th Fighter Group emblem and Claude’s bracelet.
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Kim and I were able to get some additional information about him online.
Claude was born on May 18, 1921 and grew up in Enfield, North Carolina. After
High School, he joined the United States Army and soon became a 1st Lieutenant
before heading to England for additional training. We were able to find a high school
yearbook picture and grave marker application for Claude, but not too much else.
We tried to track down relatives of Claude in the Enfield area, but he never married
and his sister had died in 1984. I called the VFW in Rocky Mount, but they were unable
to find any information about him. It is interesting to note that the Enfield VFW—which
is no longer in existence—had once been known as “Claude N. Kimball Jr. VFW Post
#6813 (see sidebar at right).”
I next contacted the Edgecombe
County Veteran’s Military Museum
in nearby Tarboro, North Carolina,
and they were elated to accept the
“permanent loan” of the bracelet.
Interestingly, the first man I spoke with
at the museum, George Banks, was
from Kent, England!
On our return trip from Florida in
February, we stopped at the museum
to drop off the bracelet. They were
thrilled to receive the wartime artifact,
and the event was even covered by
the local newspaper (shown above).
Museum Director Bob Nicolosi told
me that young people don’t seem to
have much interest in history. He also
mentioned that fundraising can be a
struggle because the young owners of
various businesses are less likely to
donate to museums and other similar
organizations. I was just happy to give
them another little relic that connected
the war to their local community.
Top Left: Beautiful mural outside of the Edgecombe County Veteran’s Military Museum.
Top Right: Our donation making the front page of the Rocky Mount Telegram
Bottom Left: A restored Army Jeep and motorcycle inside the museum.
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American Legion
Veterans’ Monument in
Enfield, North Carolina
This 1928 monument in Enfield,
Halifax County, North Carolina,
originally honored Confederate
soldiers and World War I
veterans. The plaque reads,
“1917-1918, In Honor of our
Veterans of the World War,”
above three lines by poet Joyce
Kilmer. Since dedication on
national Memorial Day in 1928,
additional inscriptions have been
added to the memorial, including
“World War II 1941-1945,” and
“Vietnam War 1961-1975.” The
memorial also says, “Relocated
by Lt. Claude N. Kimball Jr.
VFW Post No. 6813” below the
front bronze, denoting the move
of the structure to a small park
beside Fairfield’s Elmwood
cemetery at some point.

It is a useless life that is not consecrated to a great
ideal. It is like a stone wasted on the field without
becoming a part of any edifice.
J O S E

R I Z A L

PICTURE
PERFECT

Gloves&
pa Goldfish
B Y C H R I S A LT M A N N

Gloversville: The Glove Capital of the World!
In the movie Waiting For Guffman, Blaine, Missouri touts
itself as the “Stool Capital of the World,” a little town proud
of its rather humble but useful product. Similarly, Gloversville
NY was once known for being the center of glove production
in the United States. At its peak, hundreds of factories were
spread across its downtown and the surrounding areas.
To see a story about gloves, one would be tempted to move
on to the next page, but because of one famous individual and
some film links, the article will become a little more palatable.

Samuel Gelbfisz/Goldfish/Goldwyn
In 1898, Samuel Gelbfisz (later, “Goldfish,”
then “Goldwyn”) departed his native Poland for
England, Canada and Maine before settling in
Gloversville. Many will recognize Goldwyn
as the movie tycoon who essentially changed
the landscape of filmmaking. Goldwyn initially
worked as a glove-cutter at the Elite Glove
Company (pictured above).
After five years, Samuel
sought to climb the ranks of
his profession. While factory
workers made little money,
glove salespeople were well
off financially. Goldwyn was
highly successful, eventually
becoming the Vice-President
of sales. In 1902 Samuel left for
New York City to produce movies.
Unfortunately, the glove industry would eventually
decline in both the village and the region.

The Schine Family and the Glove Theater
There are several other film connections to Gloversville,
as well. In 1914, the Glove Theater was built to house opera,
plays, Vaudeville and orchestral performances. The Glove was
eventually taken over by the Schine
family in 1920, serving as headquarters
to their 160-theater chain. Many current
residents of Gloversville still remember
and speak fondly of the Schines, who
were looked upon as loyal, modest folks
who cared deeply about the community.
The Glove Theater would show movies
to scores of audiences, with attendance
peaking during the 1940’s and 1950’s.
In the 1970’s, however, ticket sales had declined to
such an extent that the theater was not able
to survive financially.
In 1995 amid destruction fears, a local group
purchased and began the restoration of the building.
Currently, the Glove Performing Arts Center features
plays, movies, music and other events during the year.
There is also a museum that highlights the theater’s past.

Additional Movie and Television Ties
Gloversville has other ties to movies and
television as well. Actress Elizabeth
Anne Allen, who played Amy
Madison on the TV show, “Buffy
the Vampire Slayer,” grew up
in Gloversville. Betty Buehler
(shown at right), who co-starred
with Broderick Crawford in
the 1951 crime thriller, “The Mob,”
was also raised in the Village. And
the 1991 film, “Out of the Rain” (starring
Michael O’Keefe) was filmed at nearby Caroga Lake.

www.glovetheatre.org

The Exhibits
We present the world's
most comprehensive
exhibitions of modern
Iroquois arts. The
collection celebrates
the ancient unity of the
Iroquois still expressed
in the common creative
spirit of today's artists
and craftspeople. See
page 16 for information
on our newest exhibit,
“Buckskin to Bikinis.”

COVER STORY • COBLESKILL, NY

THE IROQUOIS
INDIAN MUSEUM
A Celebration of Iroquois Culture & Diversity!
We’re a Museum for Everyone!
The Iroquois Indian Museum is an educational institution dedicated to fostering
understanding of Iroquois culture using Iroquois art as a window to that
culture. The Museum is a venue for promoting Iroquois art and artists, and
a meeting place for all peoples to celebrate Iroquois culture and diversity.
As an anthropological institution, it is informed by research on archaeology,
history, and the common creative spirit of modern artists and craftspeople.

The Longhouse Design

Annual Iroquois
Indian Festival
September 5-6, 2015
Includes an all-Iroquois
Indian Art Market,
performances from the
Sky Dancers, kids’ arts
and crafts activities
such as beadwork and
cornhusk doll making,
traditional Iroquois
storytelling and talks
from local wildlife
rehabilitators. Our
archaeology department
will be in attendance to
identify finds and give
demonstrations of
flint knapping and other
early technologies.

In a modern building designed to evoke the Great Iroquois Longhouses,
visitors are introduced to another world view. The Museum is shaped as
such to recall the traditional Iroquois elm bark longhouses found in this
area 400 years ago. A long and lofty longhouse with ingenious smoke
holes in its roof, is featured by architect, C. Treat Arnold as a modern
skylight over the Main Gallery. Grey shakes on the exterior suggest
slabs of elm bark.
The Museum's open porches suggest that additions are possible.
Iroquois longhouses grew to be over 300 feet long at times. The
open mezzanine recalls the upper level of bunks and storage.
The open central stairwell is the architect's reminder that visitors
can retrace the key event in the Iroquois Creation Story, Sky
Woman's descent from the Sky World to Turtle Island, which we
call North America. The outdoor amphitheater has a special floor
constructed for Iroquois social dancing. The amphitheater
is used for story telling, talks, and various
performing arts.
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THE IROQUOIS INDIAN MUSEUM
The Children’s Level
The Children's area, located on the ground floor of the Museum,
interprets to young people with their parents or teachers. Descending
the stairs, the visitor is reminded of the Iroquois Creation Story, when
Sky Woman fell from a hole in the Sky World and was carried on the wings
of water birds to the back of the great turtle. The Iroquois relationship to the natural
world is emphasized in our live turtle pond!
Visitors are encouraged to play the rattles and waterdrums or identify furs. There are a variety
of independent exploration exercises such as “Find-a-Word” and “Museum Quizzes” as well as
coloring pages that can be created and taken home.
Three exhibits in the Children's Iroquois Museum focus on beadwork,
cornhusk work and pottery. Visitors learn about stone tools—how they are made
and what they were used for by playing the Museum's archeology game.
Children can experience how long it takes to pound corn into corn meal
with a wooden mortar and pestle. A storytelling exhibit introduces children
to some of the incredible characters so popular in Iroquois Stories.

Our Nature Park
The Museum offers a 45-acre Nature Park with both short and long trails.
There are also guided and self-informed tours. Visitors are introduced to the
Iroquois view of nature—Our Mother the Earth, our Elder Brother the
Sun, our Grandfathers the Thunderers, our Three Sisters (Corn, Beans,
and Squash), the earth as Turtle Island, the nine clan animals, the four
beings who are the winds, our Grandmother Moon, Morning Star, the
Seven Dancers, and the Little People who control the medicine and
herbs given by the Creator.
The Nature Park is literally an island that time forgot, but the
living beings in the park are involved with a struggle to survive
in the modern world. The Museum also tells that story. The Park
consists of fields and woods, with a feeder stream winding its way
down to Cobleskill Creek. This flows along
the entire southeast corner of the park.
Sometime in the last century, a huge stone
dam was built across the stream, but one
of those "once in a century" storms took
out the center of the dam, leaving mute
but dramatic testimony to the power of the surrounding
watershed. Today the stream is classified as a trout
stream by DEC, but trout have yet to be discovered.
Other fish, frogs, crayfish, green heron, kingfisher,
and a rare visiting beaver have been noted.
The park is a fine spot for birding. Deer and racoon
are plentiful, as though the site has become an island
of safety for them. The woods have a strong group
of shagbark hickory trees, with many venerable and
stately hemlocks throughout.
There are also two 19th century log homes moved from
Six Nations Reserve, Ontario, and rebuilt by a Mohawk
construction company. The homes were used as residences
well into this century.

www.iroquoismuseum.org
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Programs
The Iroquois museum
is an anthropological
institution that uses art
to educate and inspire.
Our collections of
contemporary Iroquois
art and archeological
artifacts open a window
on Iroquois culture and
society. Our educational
programs fulfill NYS
Learning Standards
for the Arts, Social
Studies, and Language
Arts. We provide a
learning environment
that engages visitors
on visual, tactile and
intellectual levels.

Museum Store
Looking for a gift for a
loved one or a momento
to remember your trip
to the museum? Stop
by our Museum Store
for handmade Iroquois
objects, beadwork,
basketry, pottery,
books, children's items,
jewelry, and more!

BOOK Y CLUB
555555555555555
Featuring Local Author-Historians and Other Writers • Search www.amazon.com for Titles
Band of Giants
The Amateur Soldiers Who
Won America’s Independence
By Jack Kelly
Band of Giants brings to life, in a vivid
and moving narrative, the founders
who fought for freedom and the war
which would secure our independence.
Jefferson, Adams and Franklin are
known to most Americans; men like
Morgan, Greene and Wayne are less familiar. Yet the ideals
of the politicians only became real because fighting men
were willing to take on the grim, risky, sometimes brutal
work of war. These soldiers were a diverse lot: merchants and
mechanics, farmers and fishermen, paragons and drunkards.
A few were trained military men, most ardent amateurs. That
these inexperienced warriors could defeat the superpower
of the day was one of the remarkable feats in world history.
See page 18 for a local event featuring Jack Kelly and five
other author-historians.

Unknown Museums
of Upstate New York
By “Big Chuck” D’Imperio
"Big Chuck" D’Imperio is one of
Upstate New York’s longest-tenured
radio broadcasters and The Unknown
Museums of Upstate New York is his
sixth book about Upstate history. The
book takes its readers on a fascinating
journey, seeking out and exploring the
50 smaller museums that each tell a remarkable and littleknown story of its own. Ever hear of the Kazoo Museum?
The National Bottle Museum? Or perhaps the Fly Fishing
Museum? How about the Drain Tile Museum? Don’t feel bad,
most haven’t. Chuck has been to them and 46 others. You will
learn, laugh and enjoy the stories of these museums and other
little known treasures.
Five Days In November

The Cherry Valley Massacre
By Susan Murray-Miller

The Revolution’s Last Men
The Soldiers Behind the Photographs
By Don N. Hagist
Fort Plain served as a temporary home
for many soldiers during the American
Revolution. As individuals, most played
minor roles, but together their efforts
were vital in maintaining the control
of the Mohawk River and protecting
important American positions along the
Hudson River from an attack from the west. One soldier who
served at Fort Plain became famous, however, over 80 years
after the war. Samuel Downing was 17 when his regiment
garrisoned at Fort Plain in 1782. By 1864, Downing was
among the last survivors of the American Revolution, and
this brought him celebrity. A photograph and short biography
published at that time insured that his fame would last. Now,
a more complete story of his military service is available in
this book. The Revolution’s Last Men features detailed studies
of six of the war’s oldest survivors, including their pension
depositions, their photographs and biographies as published in
1864, new analysis of their careers based on primary sources,
original drawings showing the men as they may have looked
when they were young soldiers, and never-before published
photographs of several of them. See page 18 for an event
featuring Don Hagist and 5 other authors.

This is a detailed look at the American
Revolution during the Cherry Valley
Massacre of November, 1778. The
event became one of several catalysts
for the infamous Sullivan Clinton
Campaign in 1779. Full of narrative
and human interest, the book covers
the two days before the massacre, where Walter Butler and his
forces of Butler’s Ranger’s and Indian and British forces were
advancing on the small frontier settlement, the actual two days
of the battle and the day after when American Troops finally
made it to the scene of the slaughter. A great read for anyone
interested in Revolutionary War History and the human stories
behind the event.

Substitute ‘damn’ every time
you’re inclined to write ‘very;’
your editor will delete it and the
writing will be just as it should be.
M A R K T WA I N
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Cobbler and Company is located in the center of
historic downtown Sharon Springs NY. Look up,
look down, look all around—you won't want
to miss a single thing! Our 12-room eclectic gift shop
offers women's fashion accessories, children's toys and
apparel, home décor, candles, picture frames, kitchen
items, puzzles, games, wind chimes, garden items, cards
and paper products, bath soaps and accessories, local
foods, memorabilia, literature, seasonal items and yearround Christmas room. Owner Maureen Lodes
would like you to visit soon, but in the meantime
hopes that you have enjoyed a preview of many
of the specialties you can find under one roof.
Remember, we will gladly ship to anywhere.
Contact Maureen at pmlodes@aol.com (just
put “Roadside Attraction” on the subject line)
or the gift shop at 518-284-2067. See you soon!

Our Building’s History

COBBLER & CO.

in
Ma

The original structure built in 1898
was a single floor millinery shop,
in historic sharon springs, new york
owned and operated by Florence
Fonda. By the early 1900’s, Miss
Fonda added a second story to serve as her residence. In 1935 the D’Amico family purchased the building
for their seasonal shoe repair business, servicing visitors who came to enjoy the mineral baths offered
in town. Mr. D’Amico’s business occupied the front of the first floor while
the family resided in living quarters on the same floor. They converted
on
Miss Fonda’s second floor apartment to a boarding house, renting
Divisi
the rooms to summer guests. Mr D’Amico passed away in the
early 1960’s and his family did not return. The building then
sat unoccupied and untouched until 1994, when the Lodes
family purchased it. All of the original shoe repair equipment,
Sharon
k
shoeshine chair, cash register, coal stove, linoleum, boarders’
Springs
Par
kitchen, claw foot bathtub, iron beds and dressers upstairs
were still in place. Many of these artifacts have been left in their
original locations for today’s visitors to enjoy.
Be

ec

oo
hw

d

www.cobblerandcompany.com

14

★

K “D
N
A
FR

ODGER” LO
NG

BeingBritish
Life in Ash Grove
Mum once brought me to a small village called Ash
Grove. This was the address of my eldest brother and
two sisters who lived there, unbeknown to me. Travel
being what it was during the war meant
that I think I only visited the place once.
Even then, my mother forgot to tell me
that the children I was playing with there
were my brother and sisters! There was
no sin in Ash Grove, save only the sin
of age, poverty and unknown, unspoken
dark secrets. Just pass the baby to the
minders, who, for a small regular income
will clothe and feed your infants, then
keep a tight mouth as to where each
child had come from.
During the war there was a mixture of
locals and evacuees who made up the
population of the street. Children at play
would shout and brawl in many accents.
Food being scarce, there was a thriving
black market, as the great docks of
nearby Liverpool were a rich source of
all that was short. This was due to the
so-called “Master Race” and their plans
to one day march into—and take full
command of—all the houses in the terrace which they must
have thought were better built than those in Germany. Through
the eyes of the children, Ash Grove was where the world
began, and that little street was full of the sights, sounds and
events that would pass them forward towards becoming adults.
Walk over the bridge that covers the railway and follow the
rough track. This lays behind a row of outside privies and small
back yards that make up the street. Follow the path that brings
you around to the end of the first house, then stop and take
in the view. The plain brown tile-fronted houses—with the
occasional white ones to break up the pattern—stand side-byside as solid and unforgiving as the strict chapel people who
would pass their days there.
At the back of our house was the entrance used by all the
family and friends. You stepped out of a small back yard into

a warm and cozy kitchen. On the floor
was a rug which had been born in some
far-Eastern country, and had been lying
in the same place for many years. To the
right, a large black-leaded range took up
the whole side of the room, upon which
an even larger and blacker kettle sat
forever steaming. Above and well out of
reach of prying hands was the mantle
shelf, where the clock ruled supreme.
On either side of the timepiece, busily
collecting dust and soot stood a pair of
large Victorian vases. Behind these were
crammed a collection of letters that had
arrived from those serving the King and
Country, telling how Mr. Hitler was not
finding it easy to take over Ash Grove.
Near the open grate—and also the
warmest place in the house—sat an old
woman in an overstuffed armchair. She
was called “Grandma.” Her real name
was Edie, but no one ever called her that. Dressed in sympathy
with a large black shawl and long black skirt with boots to
match, she would from time to time cry out, “Where’s me
glasses?” Although they had gone missing years before the war
started, it was possible that they still lurked down the side of
the cushion, amongst the hair grips, farthings and butter mints
of yesteryear.
Editor’s Note: Frank Long has been a friend of ours for
many years and we often accompany him on metal detecting
adventures in England. Although he is not an area resident,
I thought it would be interesting for my readers to learn
about different events in this gentleman’s life; to give
a little personal perspective from someone “across the
pond.” After all, his country’s history is largely also ours.
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We Can Help!
We love to metal detect and
have helped folks locate lost
jewelry and other items. We
also assist many historical
societies in discovering
what lies underground in
their area (see below)!

CHILI FEST

ANTIQUES IN SCHOHARIE

Sunday, March 15 • 1-3pm
Hartwick Historical Society
At the Hartwick Community Center
Hartwick, Otsego County
Sample chilis made by local residents before
dishing up your favorite with cornbread.
Listen to a bluegrass band and sample beers
of Cooperstown Brewing Co. Chilis will be
judged and prizes awarded. Proceeds benefit
the Historic District funds of the Hartwick
Historical Society. Nominal admission fee.

Saturday, March 21 • 10am-5pm
Sunday, March 22 • 11am-4pm
Schoharie Central School
Schoharie, Schoharie County
Featuring 100 dealers with treasures from
all eras, then top it off with homemade
vitals! Parking is free and admission is $7.
Sponsored by Schoharie Colonial Heritage
Association. For further information, call
Show Manager Ruth Ann Wilkinson
at 518-231-7241 or rkeese@nycap.rr.com.
Or call Debbie Tow at 518-295-7505.
Email: scha@midtel.net or visit schany.org

POST & GREETING CARD DISPLAY
Exhibit Ends Monday, March 16
Colchester Historical Association
Downsville, Delaware County
Display features vintage holiday post and
greeting cards, collected by Clifford
McDonald, Howard Gregory, Otis Vernold,
Edith and Fay Fuller from many years of
exchanging and collecting cards. Dated from
the 1890’s–1950’s, there are also examples
of Christmas cards sent by local servicemen
and women during World War I and II.

MAPLE WEEKEND
Sat. & Sun., March 21, 22, 28 & 29
Various Counties in New York State
Every spring, the New York State Maple
Producers Association invites families from
across the Empire State into their “sugar
houses” to learn about production of maple
syrup and other products. Our goal during
Maple Weekend is to provide educational
demonstrations with a maple producers so
visitors can experience maple production.
The results always taste great! Visit the
website below for additional information.
nysmaple.com/maple-weekend-search

ORAL HISTORIES PROGRAM
62 AD Roman Terret
Donated to the Wiltshire
Heritage Museum in 2011
while we were in England.

1920s Chain Purse
Donated to the Cherry Valley
Museum in 2009.

1780s Shoe Buckle
Donated to the Root
Historical Society in 2009.
Contact us at 607-278-6153
or caltmann@aol.com

Saturday, March 21 • 2-4pm
Oneonta History Center, 183 Main St.
Oneonta, Otsego County
Alan Donovan and Mark Simonson will be
recording memories of buildings from the
GOHS’ Lost Oneonta exhibit. If you have
memories to share of Old Main, the Stanton
Opera House, the Roundhouse, McDonald’s
Tavern, the Academy, East End School or
Broad Street, please attend. You’re also
invited just to listen to stories! It’s free!
For more information contact 607-432-0960
or email us at info@OneontaHistory.org

2015 EASTER BUNNY EXPRESS
Sat. & Sun., March 28 & 29 • 2pm
Saturday & Sunday, April 4 & 5 • 2pm
Cooperstown & Charlotte Valley RR
Milford, Otsego County
Board at the Milford Depot. The trip
duration is about 2 hours, from Milford to
Cooperstown and back. Adults $19, Seniors
$18, Children (3 to 12) $16. Kids under 3
years old, free. Reservations are required.
Call 607-432-2429 for more information.

INTRODUCTION TO
WEAVING WORKSHOP

“BUCKSKIN TO BIKINIS”

Saturday, March 21 • 1-4:30pm
Delaware County Historical Association
Oneonta, Otsego County
Adults & youth (10+ years) can learn basics
of weaving by using equipment and natural
fibers (plant, insect, animal) that are dyed
with chemical and botanical-based dyes.
Participants will weave a sampler.
A “Resources Handout” will be provided.
Anyone with portable looms can bring them
for ‘show and tell’ and for a Q&A session.
$40 per person. Registration required by
March 13th. Call DCHA at 607-746-3849
or us at e-mail dcha@delhi.net to register.

Thu., April 2 – Mon., November 30
Iroquois Indian Museum
Cobleskill, Schoharie County
Showcases constructions by Iroquois/
Haudenosaunee artists and designers who
employ materials to push boundaries of
style and fashion beyond cultural tradition.
Includes a collection of Indigenous couture,
street wear, wearable art, and accessories.
Themes include cultural change and impacts
of colonization, reclamation of pan-Indian
elements, Indigenous sovereignty,
revitalization and reinterpretation of
traditional stories and symbols.

➞
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GREATER ONEONTA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY’S POSTCARD
& EPHEMERA SHOW & SALE
Saturday, April 11 • 10am-3:30pm
Elks Lodge, 84-86 Chestnut Street
Oneonta, Otsego County
Featuring dozens of tables of vintage
postcards of local and general interest
plus other vintage paper. GOHS will
also sell ephemera from the History
Center. Free parking. Cost is only $2
($1 for GOHS members). For more
info call GOHS Executive Director,
Bob Brzozowski at (607-431-9509).

AUTHORS’ PRESENTATION:
“NEW YORK STATE’S
COVERED BRIDGES”
Saturday, April 11 • 2pm
Delaware County Historical Assoc.
Delhi, Delaware County
Authors Trish and Bob Kane will give
a PowerPoint presentation based on
their new book, New York’s Covered
Bridges. Trish is collections curator of
the Theodore Burr Covered Bridge
Resource Center. The Kanes will
answer questions and sign books.
Refreshments served. Free.

CANAL CORRIDOR CLEAN-UP
Saturday, April 18 • 8am-12pm
129 Schoharie Street
Fort Hunter, Montgomery County
Join us, local Boy Scouts and GE
employees in our annual clean-up!
Volunteers are cleaning the grounds,
landscapes, parks and canalway to get
ready for the season ahead. Schoharie
Crossing will be providing lunch for
participating volunteers. For more
info contact Janice at 518-829-7516.

CIVIL WAR ERA
FOOD WORKSHOP
Saturday, April 18 • 1pm
Delaware Historical Society
Delhi, Delaware County
This hands-on workshop introduces
participants to the typical foods and
dishes of the Civil War era. Come
prepared to make food! Suitable for all
ages. Cost: $5 per person. Registration
is required by April 15. Call DCHA
at 607-746-3849 or e-mail
dcha@delhi.net to register.

BOVINA HISTORY PAGEANT
Saturday, April 18 • 7pm-9pm
Bovina Community Hall
Bovina, Delaware County
Bovina Town historian Ray LaFever
will present stories about Bovina’s
history, aided by visual aids and
tableaux presented by members of
the Bovina community. The program
is based on a similar one held 60 years
ago. Free will donation benefits the
Bovina Historical Society.

HISTORY CONFERENCE:
MAKING HISTORY IN
DELAWARE COUNTY
Saturday, April 25 • 1-4pm
Delaware County Historical Assoc.
Delhi, Delaware County
Bi-Annual Historical Society
Conference specifically designed
for the town and village historical
societies and museums of Delaware
County. Topics to be announced.
Registration required by April 22nd.
Free admission.

EARLY TECHNOLOGY DAY
Saturday, April 18 • 10am-4pm
Iroquois Indian Museum
Cobleskill, Schoharie County
Watch and participate in the process
of flint knapping, fire-making, spear
throwing and early archery. Displays
of projectile points, tools, and some
local archaeological finds from the
Museum’s archaeology department.
Have you found an artifact? Bring it
and our experts will try to identify it.

“ABOLITIONISM AND THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
IN HERKIMER & ONEIDA
COUNTIES,” BY CHERYL PULA
Thursday, April 23 • 7pm
Herkimer Historical Society
Herkimer, Herkimer County
Cheryl Pula of New York Mills is a
retired Reference Librarian and serves
as the village historian of New York
Mills. She’s also President of The
History Club. In honor of the 150th
anniversary of the ending of the Civil
War, we thought it fitting to touch
upon that subject and how residents
from central New York State took an
active role in fighting slavery in the
South. Free and open to the public.

VOLUNTEER BRUNCH
Saturday, April 25 • 10am-12pm
Delaware County Historical Assoc.
Delhi, Delaware County
Please join us at the museum for
brunch and let us thank you for your
invaluable help. We welcome all
volunteers. We also invite new and
former volunteers to attend and learn
about volunteer opportunities at
DCHA. Free admission.
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GREATER ONEONTA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FUNDRAISER DINNER
Wednesday, April 29 • 6-8:30pm
Toscana Northern Italian Grill
Oneonta, Otsego County
You are sure to enjoy what co-owners
Angelo Carimando and Tony Pepaj
and their talented culinary team are
offering! Each dinner includes choice
of entree plus passed hors d’oeuvres,
side salad, dessert, and coffee or tea.
Tax and gratuity are included in the
$35 price. There will be a cash bar,
serving a variety of beers and wines.
And a prize raffle will help raise
funds for the matching funds drive.
Our after-dinner speaker will be
Al Bullard, noted Otsego County hops
historian, with the topic “Hops: Then
& Now.” Dinner will be prepaid, with
a deadline of April 22. Order early,
since there is a limit of 60 diners.
Visit www.oneontahistory.org for
additional information.

1ST ANNUAL CONFERENCE,
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
OF MOHAWK VALLEY
May 1, 2, 3
Fort Plain Museum
Fort Plain, Herkimer County
Six great authors presenting the
history of the Mohawk Valley during
America’s War for Independence.
Authors include Don Hagist, Bruce
Venter, the Museum’s own Wayne
Lenig and more! Guided tours of
area historic sites. Cocktails and
conversation. For information, contact
Brian Mack at 518-774-5669 or
fortplainmuseum@yahoo.com.

➞

SPECIAL EVENT on MAY 1–3, 2015

Fort Plain Museum
presents

1st Annual Conference

The Mohawk Valley played a key role in the struggle for American Independence.
Join us at the Fort Plain Museum and discover the area’s rich history!

6 Great Author-Historians!
6 Great Revolutionary Stories!
FRIDAY, MAY 1 • MEET & GREET COCKTAIL HOUR
Presentation by Museum Chairman Norm Bollen, “Discovering Fort Plain”

SATURDAY, MAY 2 • SIX AUTHORS & THEIR STORIES
• Todd Braisted, “A hellish plan to go over to the enemy”
The Revolutionary War Adventures of Lieutenant Edward McMichael
• Don Hagist, “The Revolution’s Last Men, the Soldiers Behind the Photographs (see page 14)”
• Jack Kelly, “Band of Giants, the Amateur Soldiers Who Won America’s Independence (see page 14)”
• James Kirby Martin, “Forgotten Allies, the Oneida Indians and the American Revolution”
• Brucer Venter, “Col. John Brown and the Battle of Diamond Island on Lake George”
• Glenn Williams, “The Year of the Hangman, George Washington’s Campaign against the Iroquois”

SUNDAY, MAY 3 • GUIDED BUS TOUR OF “MOHAWK COUNTRY” HISTORIC SITES
Nellis Tavern • Fort Klock • Van Alstyne Homestead • Isaac Paris House • Palatine Church
Stone Arabia Church & Battlefield • Fort Plain Museum • Klock’s Battlefield • John Brown’s Grave

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT BRIAN MACK AT 518-774-5669
OR EMAIL US AT fortplainmuseum@yahoo.com

Unique Area Businesses & Websites We Enjoy!
Click the GOLD headers to access each business website, where applicable.

Delaware County
Andes Hotel
& Restaurant (pre-1854)
Andes. For fun, affordable weekend
trips or 1-night getaways! Minutes
from skiing, hiking, kayaking, and
fishing. Cozy tavern, farm-fresh menu
and 10 newly renovated guest rooms.

Andes Society for History
& Culture and the Hunting
Tavern Museum (1840’s)
Andes. Promotes our area’s history
and provides diverse educational
and cultural programming. Research,
gift shop, exhibits, events and rental
facilities.

Paisley’s Country
Gallery (1870’s)
Andes. Friendly ambiance for
shopping! Baskets, textiles, semiprecious stone and Sterling silver
jewelry, clothing and well-priced
tabletop items.

Two Old Tarts
Bakery & Cafe
Andes. Providing fresh, inventive and
irresistible baked delights, breakfasts,
and lunches with a unique twist.

Delaware
& Ulster Railroad
Arkville. Unwind during a leisurelypaced excursion through the scenic
Catskills. Round-trips between
Arkville and Roxbury.

Davenport Garden Center
Davenport. Family-owned and
operated. Since we grow every plant
we sell, we are able to offer healthy
plants at very reasonable prices.

Gideon Frisbee House (1797)
& Delaware County
Historical Association
Delhi. Preserves and presents the
history and folklife of this county
through the site's historic buildings,
exhibits, programs and publications.

Rachel’s Framing & Fine Art
Delhi. Combining over 20 years of
friendly, professional service with
good design.

Colchester Historical Society
Downsville. Our mission is to
educate and enlighten the public to
our history, and to protect and preserve
our architecture and memorabilia.

Old Schoolhouse Inn
& Restaurant (1903)
Downsville. For an enjoyable night out
or a great place to entertain family and
friends. Complete dinner and Sunday
Brunch menus available.

Hanford Mills Museum (1846)
East Meredith. Featuring an authentic
water- and steam-powered sawmill,
waterwheel, water turbine, and vintage
woodworking machines.

Luna Lake Graphic Design

Lucky Dog Organic
Store & Cafe (Early 1800’s)
Hamden. Food and community are
our passions. Whether from our fields,
kitchen or store, you get only the
freshest and finest we have to offer.

Hancock Historical Museum
Hancock. Reflections on life from
the canal, railroad and automobile
eras. Located in the basement of the
Louise Adelia Read Memorial Library.

Historical Society of Middletown
Margaretville. Building awareness
and appreciation of our heritage by
discovering, preserving and making
accessible historical information and
materials related to the Town.

Woodchuck Lodge (1860’s)
Roxbury. Dedicated to preserving the
Lodge and to promoting the ideas and
legacy of John Burroughs through
activities that encourage people to
live in harmony with nature.

Sidney Historical Museum
Sidney. Includes local artifacts,
genealogy and microfilm machines.
Holds programs and tours and offers
local books and collectibles for sale.

Delaware County Fair
Walton. Over 80,000 people flock
to the largest agricultural fair in
the region! Enjoy our local events,
shows, contests, rides, cuisine and
more. If you are looking for familyfriendly local events, stop by!

Bovina. Tucked into bucolic Bovina
Center, we offer comforting fare and
curated libations. Come for the
Schnitzel, stay for the Sylvaner.

East Meredith. The designers of this
magazine! We create eye-catching
products at a low prices. Specializing
in rack cards, brochures, direct mailers
and business cards. Email Chris at
caltmann@aol.com for more info.

Town of Bovina History

West Kortright Centre (1850)

Great Western Catskills

East Meredith. A thriving arts and
community center in a gorgeous farm
valley that’s been celebrating the arts
and life in the Catskills since 1975.

Website for the largest and most
Western of the four counties of the
Catskill Mountains, Delaware County.

Franklin Stage Company (1854)

Website. Includes writings, photos,
videos and social networking that
revolve around the history of Delaware
County and Western Catskills.

Brushland Eating House

Bovina. A very brief history of the
Town from several sources, updated
and added to by historian Ray LaFever.

Riverside Cafe & Lodge
Roscoe. Homemade food in a great
atmosphere. Soups, freshly-baked
bread, mixed salads, rack of lamb,
local trout and more!

Franklin. Dedicated to the production
of classic and new plays that unsettle,
provoke, and entertain.
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Walton Historical Society
Walton. Preservation, local collections,
exhibits, group visits, programs, online
archives, store, events and genealogy.

Power of History

➞

Unique Area Businesses & Websites We Enjoy!
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Herkimer County

Little Falls Museum
& Historical Society (1833)

Bellinger Rose
Bed & Breakfast (1860)

Little Falls. Featuring exhibitions,
memorabilia, documents, maps,
photographs and other reference
materials for genealogy research.

Herkimer. Our quiet, romantic
surroundings afford a Victorian
experience unlike all others,
with on-site massage services.

Crazy Otto’s Empire Diner
Herkimer. Our portions are large!
Our service is fantastic! And the
atmosphere will make you wish for
days gone by. Come on in and visit.
We hope to see you soon.

Herkimer County
Historical Society (1800’s)
Herkimer. The Historic Four Corners
are composed of the 1884 Herkimer
Co. Historical Society Suiter Building
Museum, 1834 Herkimer Co. Jail,
1873 Herkimer Co. Courthouse and
1834 Herkimer Reformed Church.

Herkimer Diamond Mines
Herkimer. Prospect for Herkimer
Diamonds, discover science and nature
and relax at our KOA Campground!

Mangia Macrina’s
Wood-Fired Pizza
Herkimer. A mobile catering and event
company. Fresh local ingredients and
a wood-fired oven create a unique
experience and amazing tasting pizza!

Portobello Inn
Bed & Breakfast (1830’s)
Herkimer. An old fashioned getaway
to the country with all of the modern
comforts. Experience an atmosphere of
gracious elegance with a casual flair.

Red Roof Inn & Suites
Herkimer. We are proud to offer the
finest AAA-approved accommodations
in the Mohawk Valley area of Upstate
New York. Located right along I-90.

Herkimer Home (1764)
Little Falls. The Georgian-style
home of Revolutionary War hero,
General Nicholas Herkimer. Includes
a gift shop, audio tour and exhibits.

Beardslee Castle
Restaurant (1860)

Wintergreen Park & Gorge
Canajoharie. A beautiful geological
wonder! Scenic trails, picnic areas,
softball field, barbecue and horseshoe
pits, shuffleboard, volleyball courts,
pavilion and a walking trail to the
spectacular Canajoharie Falls.

Root Historical Society (1836)

Manheim. Built as a replica of an Irish
Castle, it is both modern and ancient.
Features the finest in creative cuisine,
memorable wedding receptions,
banquets and exciting special events.

Flat Creek. Archives and displays
about our local history, including a
cast iron stove, buckboard, law books,
maps, dug artifacts and more. Several
special events are held during the year.

Erie Canal Cruises

Montgomery County
Department of History
& Archives (1836)

Mohawk. Experience traveling
through a lock during this relaxing
90-minute historically-narrated
cruise on the famous Erie Canal.

Gems Along The Mohawk
Mohawk. Tourist and retail center
that educates visitors and encourages
them to experience the many
recreational, historic, commercial
and natural resources of the region.
Also promotes products manufactured
around the Central New York area.

Fonda. Housed in the Old Courthouse,
we currently have a full-time County
Historian/RMO and two part-time
workers. The genealogical and
historical research library contains a
voluminous amount of records that are
accessible to the public. We welcome
all visitors in search of their heritage.

Old Fort Johnson (1749)

Montgomery County

Fort Johnson. Original limestone
house built by Sir William Johnson,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs and
hero at the Battles of Lake George and
Fort Niagara. Today the Old Fort is
a museum where visitors can steep
themselves in the social, cultural,
military and industrial past of the
Mohawk Valley.

Arkell Museum

Fort Plain Museum (1779)

Canajoharie. Collects, preserves,
researches and presents American Art
and Mohawk Valley History; promotes
participation in art and history related
activities; enhances knowledge,
appreciation and exploration by all.

Fort Plain. The original fort (not
standing) was built in 1779 as a refuge
for local residents. Today, the museum
features indoor and outdoor exhibits on
the fort’s role in the Revolutionary War
and the defense of the Mohawk Valley.

Van Alstyne House (1749)

Isaac Paris House,
DAR Headquarters (1786)

Tryon County RootsWeb
Website. Resources include military
history, church records, maps, historic
sites, family histories, art, surnames
and the history of Tryon County.

Canajoharie. One of the earliest
dwellings in the region, the house was
constructed by Martin J. Van Alstyne.
The Van Alstyne Homestead Society is
dedicated to preserving the building,
collections and home’s history. Hosts
special events throughout the year.
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Fort Plain. The house showcases
several historical collections in rooms
that are furnished from the 1830’s.
The house is now the headquarters of
the local Daughters of the American
Revolution chapter.

➞
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Fort Klock (1750)

Barnyard Swing

Wood Bull Antiques

St. Johnsville. The frontier home of
Johannes Klock and his family, built
for both habitation and protection.
Through the limestone walls of the
home, we can find tangible evidence
of what life on the frontier in the
Mohawk Valley was really like.

Cooperstown. We feature 18 holes of
miniature golf, laser tag, gem mining,
food, gifts and so much more! Reserve
our tent for a birthday or team party.

Milford. Huge, 4-story barn featuring
quality antiques from every era.
In addition, there are many vintage
sculptures, lawn and garden
ornaments surrounding the barn.

Nellis Tavern (1747)
St. Johnsville. This structure has
been lovingly restored by the Palatine
Settlement Society, with rooms in a
Federal-style motif. Historical and
musical events are held throughout
the year at the tavern.

The Old Palatine Church (1770)

Blue Mingo Grill
Cooperstown. Located on beautiful
Otsego Lake, we feature wholesome,
nourishing food and innovative menus,
utilizing only the freshest ingredients.

Cooperstown Distillery
Cooperstown. Featuring awardwinning spirits, product tastings,
books, clothing, baskets, barware
and other fabulous gifts.

St. Johnsville. Built by the Lutheran
Platine Germans, the limestone church
is one of the oldest in the Mohawk
Valley. Special events and music
are held there throughout the year.

The Glimmerglass Queen

Otsego County

New York Pizzeria

The Cherry Valley Museum
(Between 1809 & 1813)

Cooperstown. We feature high-quality
pizzas and other meals at affordable
prices. Enjoy family dinner specials
and our free WiFi access.

Cherry Valley. Houses some of the
finest examples of Early Americana
in the state. A collection of Victorian
furniture, housewares, toys, clothing
and Revolutionary War artifacts from
the Cherry Valley Massacre of 1778.

The Plaide Palette (1804)
Cherry Valley. For over 20 years we
have specialized in Celtic gifts, music,
jewelry, teas and other gifts. Located
within the historic Oliver Judd
Homestead on Main Street.

The TePee (1950) & TePee Pete’s
Cherry Valley. This vintage Route 20
attraction is a “must see!” Featuring
Minnetonka Moccasins, fine Native
American-made items, drums, flutes,
and books. There is also a selection
of USA- and locally-made products.
Next door, visit Tepee Pete’s Chow
Wagon. Pete’s “nearly famous”
chilis are a local favorite, and he’s
delighted customers for the past 11
years with his delicious food and fun
conversation. Wow, it's great food!

Cooperstown. Enjoy an informative
narrated tour around gorgeous Otsego
Lake! Superb views of Kingfisher
Castle, the Marina and surrounding
forests and hills.

Fly Creek Cider Mill
& Orchard (1856)
Fly Creek. Historic, water-powered
cider mill on the banks of Fly Creek,
pressing fresh cider for 158+ years.
Daily tastings of over 40 specialty
foods and gifts for any occasion.
Relax on the mill pond observation
deck with a farm-fresh lunch.

Brewery Ommegang
Milford. Picturesque, Belgian-style
brewery, featuring tastings, tours,
a gift shop and a large cafe. Check
our calendar for the many special
events we hold during the year.

Cooperstown & Charlotte
Valley Railroad (1869)
Milford. Ride into history and
our beautiful scenery. Built in 1869,
visitors can experience what was once
the primary form of transportation
throughout the country! Special train
rides are held throughout the year.
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Otsego County Fair
Morris. The fair includes grandstand
events, entertainment, vendors, games,
4-H displays, parades, demonstrations
and other activities during this fun,
six-day Summer event.

Depot Restaurant (Early 1900’s)
Oneonta. For 40+ years, we’ve been
one of Oneonta's favorites! Famous for
our burgers, pizza, and wings, but we
also offer an elegant experience for
lunch and dinner. Great for kids and
parties. Take-out and outdoor seating.

Farmhouse Restaurant (1865)
Oneonta. Featuring carefully-designed
menus to appeal to a variety of tastes
and budgets. We highlight innovative,
unpretentious and consistent dishes,
using only the freshest products.

The Foothills
Performing Arts Center
Oneonta. Nestled in the Catskills,
we are a not-for-profit entertainment
and civic center, serving the cultural,
educational, and community needs
of the region.

The Green Earth Health Market
Oneonta. Comprehensive health food
store including a cafe, community
event area and information vestibule.

Greater Oneonta
Historical Society (1866)
Oneonta. Striving to preserve
our heritage and educate by offering
programs which familiarize citizens
with local history. Special events
and displays year-round.

Popp Butterfly Conservatory
Oneonta. 3000 sq. ft. indoor tropical
garden. We exhibit various species of
live tropical birds and reptiles and
butterflies in the Spring, Summer
and Fall. Great for kids!

➞

Unique Area Businesses & Websites We Enjoy!
Click the GOLD headers to access each business website, where applicable.
Swart-Wilcox House (1807)

Bull’s Head Inn (1802)

1743 Palatine House

Oneonta. The oldest house in the City
of Oneonta. This community house
museum is open every Sunday during
the summer for informal tours and a
Summer Sunday Series of programs
focusing on topics of local interest.

Cobleskill. Historic landmark tavern
and restaurant. We feature delicious
food, a great selection of spirits,
banquet rooms and a cozy atmosphere.

Schoharie. The house became a
“Living Museum” in 1971. Visitors
can experience Colonial life with tours
of the home, grounds and cemetery.

Grapevine Farms (1850’s)

American Hotel (1847)

Yager Museum
Oneonta. A center for exploration
of our artistic, archaeological,
ethnographical, historical materials
and culture heritage. We preserve,
research & interpret our collections.

Canoe & Kayak
Portlandville. Launch from our dock
and paddle! Navigate 15 miles of flat
water on the Susquehanna River, or on
our area lakes. Fishing pole rentals,
group rates, basic instruction and
delivery to your waterfront lodging.

Old Gristmill Antiques
& Collectibles (1790)
Portlandville. Our historic 4,000
square foot gristmill has something for
everyone! Our dealers are committed
to offering you a large variety of
quality antiques, vintage collectibles,
and used furniture at reasonable prices.

The Lake House (1843)

Cobleskill. Quality products with a
friendly atmosphere. Includes the
Farmhouse Bistro, gifts galore,
wine cellar and Vera Bradley items.

Howe Caverns (1843)
Cobleskill. Walking tour of the cave
culminates in a boat ride across an
underground lake. We also feature
Howe’s High Adventure, gem panning
and a gift shop. Open year-round.

Iroquois Indian Museum
Cobleskill. A venue for promoting
Iroquois art and artists, and a meeting
place for all peoples to celebrate
Iroquois culture and diversity. Various
events are held throughout the year.

The Landis Arboretum (1951)
Esperance. Old-growth forests, shrubs
from around the world, perennial
gardens, 8+ miles of walking trails
and wetlands across our many acres.

Dr. Best House (1884)

Richfield Springs. One of the oldest
continually operating establishments
in the region! We feature a restaurant,
tavern, lodging, plus an expansive
lawn and shoreline. Enjoy a nice meal
in the tavern or outside on the deck as
you watch the sunset over the water.

Middleburgh. The original home of
Dr. Christopher Best, today it serves
as the Middleburgh Library and
features an ongoing medical exhibit.
Original furnishings, showing life
from about 1870 to 1945.

Parkview Grocery & Deli

Schoharie. A wide selection of farmfresh vegetables, local beef and dairy
products, fresh baked goods, full deli
counter, cafe and gift shop.

Unadilla. Wonderful, inexpensive
and delicious food choices. Our fun
staff prides itself on customer service.
Both eat-in or takeout available.

Schoharie County
The Studio For Art & Craft
Cobleskill. A friendly staff, relaxing
atmosphere and many arts and crafts
classes, using different materials.
We also have a storeful of supplies
for your next creative project!

The Carrot Barn

Old Stone Fort Museum (1772)
& Schoharie County
Historical Society
Schoharie. Celebrates and preserves
the rich, historic legacy of the region.
The complex includes the fort and
several early area buildings. The
Society has 50,000+ artifacts, a library,
a local genealogy collection and holds
historical events during the year.

22

Sharon Springs. Beautifully restored
Victorian hotel, featuring dinners and
brunches and nine nicely-appointed
guest rooms. We purchase our food
from local farms whenever possible.

The Black Cat Cafe
& Bakery (1850-1860)
Sharon Springs. Tasty hot coffee,
delicious breakfasts and lunches.
Incredible desserts and artisanal
breads are made fresh daily.

Cobbler & Company (1898)
Sharon Springs. A twelve-room
eclectic shop with ever-changing
gifts for your home, garden and
all of your entertaining needs.

The Roseboro Hotel
1850’s/1870/1896
Sharon Springs. Future plans include
a garden store, ballroom events, family
style restaurant, Titanic exhibit and gift
shop and botanical gardens.

Spring House Spa (1840)
Sharon Springs. Combines the luxury
and amenities of a modern spa with
hospitality and Old World charm.
Programs include skincare, massage
and exfoliations. Our botanical
products naturally beautify the
body, face, and home.

Sunnycrest Orchards
Farm Market & Greenhouses
Sharon Springs. Local gourmet foods,
greenhouses bursting with color, and
our apple cider vinegar. Come see
many colors & ideas for your gardens!

Stone Rose B&B (1865)
Sloansville. A destination in itself,
our grand country home blends old
fashioned elegance with modern
amenities, plentiful home cooking
and genuine hospitality to all.

